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For exanple, if a preacher chooses to represent the condition
of a church or of an individual in the present day, under the
figure of Elijah left al one anong the idolatrous tribes of

| srael, such an allusion is natural enough; but if he goes on
to argue that individuals are therefore justified in renmaining
I n what they believe to be an erroneous comuni on—that is a
nmer e appearance of argunent which ought not to have the
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For if there be anything in our own fortune superior to that
of others, instead of idolizing or cherishing it in the bl ood,
the Gospel would have us cast it fromus; and if there be
anyt hi ng nmean or despised in those wth whom we have to do,

t he Gospel would have us regard such as friends and brethren,
yea, even as having the person of Christ. It has not been
easily or at once that nmankind have learned to realize the
character of sacred witings—they @Gl ati ans and Ronans: Essays
and Di ssertations al nost necessarily to veil thenselves from
human eyes as circunstances change; it is the old age of the
world only that has at |ength understood its chil dhood.
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woul d seem as if sone Novum Organum were needed to |ay down
rules of interpretation for ancient literature. The beauty and
power of speech and witing would be greatly inpaired, if the
Scriptures ceased to be known or used anobng us.
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